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Recently, ICASE has begun differentiating between reports with a mathemat-
ical or applied science theme and reports whose main emphasis is some aspect of
computer science by producing the computer science reports with a yellow cover.
The blue cover reports will now emphasize mathematical research. In all other
aspects the reports will remain the same; in particular, they will continue to be
submitted to the appropriate journals or conferences for formal publication.
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Abstract: Communication requirements of Cholesky factorization of dense and sparse
symmetric, positive definite matrices are analyzed. The communication requirement is
characterized by the data traffic generated on multiprocessor systems with local and shared
memory. Lower bound proofs are given to show that when the load is uniformly distributed
the data traffic associated with factoring an n x n dense matrix using n", a < 2, processors
is Q(n 2+,/ 2 ). For an n x n sparse matrices representing a ,/n x x/ regular grid graph
the data traffic is shown to be Q(n1+ n 2 ), a < 1.

Partitioning schemes that are variations of block assignment scheme are described and
it is shown that the data. traffic generated by these schemes are asymptotically optimal.
The schemes allow efficient use of up to O(n 2) processors in the dense case and up to O(n)
processors in the sparse case before the total data traffic reaches the maximum value of
O(n 3) and 0(n3/2), respectively.- It is shown that the block based partitioning schemes
allow a better utilization of the data accessed from shared memory and thus reduce the
data traffic than those based on column-wise wrap around assignment schemes. -
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1. Introduction

Consider the problem of solving a system of linear equations

Ax=b

where .4 is an n x n symmetric, positive definite coefficient matrix, x is an n x 1 vector of
variables, and b is an n x 1 vector of constants. Applying the Cholesky decomposition to
A yields

A = LLT

where L is lower triangular with positive diagonal elements [10]. From this factorization,
the solution to the system of equations is obtained by solving the triangular systems

Ly = b

and
LT x = y.

Recently, efforts have been reported for efficiently parallelizing the various steps in comput-
ing the solution of the dense and sparse systems. Most of this work has concentrated on
developing algorithms that extract as much parallelism as possible on specific architectures
[14,18,19,1,5,3,9]. The main emphasis there is on distributing the computational load as
evenly among the processors as possible and little attention is paid towards the data traffic
complexity.

In this paper we are interested in the parallel Cholesky decomposition schemes with mini-
mum data traffic for factoring dense avpd sparse symmetric, positive definite matrices. The
model of computation assumed for this ' irvose is that of a multiprocessor system with two
level memory hierarchy such that each 1, . ' -ssor has local memory and all processors have
access to a common shared memory. Accessing any nonzero element in the shared memory
is assumed to generate a unit data traffic. No data traffic is generated in accessing the
local memory. The total number of shared memory accesses from the beginning to the end "
of the algorithm is defined as the communication requirement or total data traffic of that
algorithm implemented on the multiprocessor system. /

In [17] the communication requirement of the Gaussian elimination algorithm implemented
on three different architectures is analyzed. For a bus architecture w!ere a data element
may be broadcast to all the processors in one step and counts as one unit data traffic o=
independent of the number of processors receiving the data, the data traffic complexity is
shown to be f0(n 2 ). For a nearest neighbor ring network, where each transmission of a data
element across a link of the ring counts as one unit data traffic, the data traffic complexity
is shown to be fP(n 2 . p), where p is the number of processors or. the ring. The data traffic
complexity for a nearest neighbor grid network is shown to be Q(n 2V'). In all the cases
it is assumed that no element is computed in more than one processor; i.e., recomputation /
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is not permitted. By using a different proof technique than that given in [17], it is shown
here for the assumned model of computation that the data traffic complexity of the Cholesky
factorization scheme is Q(n,/-'). The proof for the lower bound holds even if recomputation
is allowed provided each processor is assigned at least n'3 /Gp amount of work. Although we
do, not prove it, our result holds for other variations of Gaussian elimination as well.

In [4]. a parallel sparse factorization scheme is given for local memory multiprocesso r sys-
tems. This scheme has a to tal data traffic of OW(n + log 2 7) using n' processors. This result
is improved to 0(n + ) in [7]. In this paper we present a factorization scheme that has a
total data traffic of O(n 1 +,/2). Our main results and the organization of the paper is as
follows.

In the following stuction, the data dependencies involved in the Cholesky factorization of a
dense matrix are discussed and a parallel assignment scheme is presented. It is shown that
the data traffic associated with that scheme is U(n 2 • ,Ip) when an n x n dense matrix is
factored using p processors. By giving a proof on the lower bound for the data traffic, in
Section 2.4 it is shown that under the condition of uniform load distribution the computation
time and data traffic complexities of the assignment scheme are asymptotically optimal. In
Section 3., the case of factoring sparse, symmetric, positive definite matrices is considered.
The sparse matrices considered here are restricted to only those matrices that represent the
graphs arising in finite difference and finite element applications. In Section 3.5, a block

based parallel factoring scheme for sparse matrices is presented. The data traffic in factoring
an n x n sparse matrix corresponding to a 2-dimensional regular grid graph is shown to be
O(n . /Fi). In Section 3.6 a lower bound on the data traffic in factoring the sparse matrix
is shown to be Q(n • Vp-)" These results cart be extended to other graphs that satisfy an
f(n)-separator theorem [131. Preliminary ;ersions of the results given here appear in [15]

and [16].

For the sake of clarity, in the following discussion the dense matrix is assumed to be of size
m x m and the sparse matrix of size n x n.

2. Parallel factoring of dense symmetric, positive definite
matrices

The basic algebraic scheme considered here for factoring an m x m symmetric, positive
definite matrix A is the column version of the Cholesky decomposition method [10]. An
outline of this algorithm is given next and the data dependencies are discussed. Following
that a partitioning scheme with optimal data traffic is presented.

In the following discussion, values in row i refer to the values of the elements on and to the
left of the diagonal. Similarly, ai,. (a.,j) represents all the elements in row i (in column j)
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of the lower triangular part of the matrix under consideration.

2.1 The Cholesky factorization

Let A = LL"; a,,j E A and 4j E L.

for j = I until m do

begin

Initialize , = ai,3  i - , m

for k= 1 until j- 1 do

for i = j until rn do

i j = lij - li,k * 1jk

=j'j =

for k=j+l untilm do
1k~j = lk,j / lj,j;

end

In the above algorithm for clarity, the values of lij are shown separately from those of ai,.
In practice lij may overwrite aij.

Clearly, in the Cholesky factorization scheme outlined above, computing the elements in
a column j of L requires values of the elements in columns 1 through j - 1 of L and the
values of the off-diagonal elements in j are used for computations of elements in columns
j + 1 through m of L. Specifically, computing an element lij in L requires all the values
from the set,

Ai j = {lj' I 1 < j' < ijI U {lij, I 1 < j' < j} U {aUi}.

Moreover, the steps of the innermost loop, where a product of two elements of L is sub-
tracted from aij, may be performed in any order. Once lij is computed, it is used in the
compultation of every element in the set,

= {.id' i <' - i U {j,,i I i < j' < m).

Again the element lij may be used in any order in the computations of the elements in the
set ,j.
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2.2 A partitioning scheme for Cholesky factorization

Without loss of generality, assume that p = (r2 + r)/2 where r is an integer. The lower
triangular part of the matrix A is divided into p partitions by taking r vertical and r
horizontal sections each of size s, where s = m/r. All except r of the resulting p partitions
are square blocks of size a x s. The remaining r partitions which lie on the diagonal of the
matrix are . x s triangular blocks. Each of the partitions is assigned to a single processor.
Initially, each processor reads the data for its partition from shared memory into its local
memory. The computations proceed in parallel according to the column version Cholesky
algorithm as folo \s. The r processors in charge of the partitions containing the left most

x s blocks of the matrix commence the computations of their part of the factorization.
As soon as an element of the factor is computed, it is written into shared memory for access
by other processors. As the necessary data becomes available, the remaining processors
initiate computations on the blocks assigned to them. This is continued until the entire
factor is computed and written into the shared memory. This partitioning and factorization
scheme for dense symmetric, positive definite matrices is referred to as the block oriented
column Choleqky-factorization scheme or simply as the BLOCC scheme.

U:-1) "+

. ...........

..... -........-...- :... L I

(-1) '+1 1.a

Figure 1: The data traffic associated with block I

2.3 Data traffic complexity of the BLOCC scheme

First consider the data traffic associated with computing the elements in a generic square
block I in the factor L shown in Figure 1. In that figure, the darkened area represents the
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data elements that are required for the computations in block I. Let block I be bounded by
the columns (i - 1)s + 1 and i-s, and by the rows (j - 1)s + 1 and j s where I < i < r and
1 < j < r. The following lemma provides bounds for the communication cost of block I.

Lemma I A total data traffic of (2i-1/2) .s2 + s/2 is necessary and sufficient for computing
the elements in the square block 1; it is the same for all square blocks bounded by the columns
(i - 1)s + 1 and i s. The data traffic associated with a s x s triangular diagonal block
bounded by the columns (i - 1)s + 1 and i . s, is (i - 1/2) • s2 + s/2.

PToof: See [15].

Using these results, a bound on the total data traffic is obtained, as shown next.

Theorem 1 The total data traffic associated with the BLOCC scheme for factoring an
m x m dense symmetric, positive definite matrix using p processors is O(m 2 /p).

Proof: The total data traffic associated with all the blocks bounded by columns (i- 1)s+ 1
and i s, 1 < i < r, is given by,

(r - i) x (data traffic associated with a square block)

+ (data traffic associated with a triangular block bounded by the given columns).

From Lemma 1 and the fact that there are r such column partitions, we get the total data
traffic involved in factoring the m x m dense matrix using the BLOCC scheme as:

((r - i)((2i - 1/2) .2 + s/2) + ((i - 1/2) _2 + sf2)).

Ignoring the lower order terms, the total data traffic is

= Z(2r i-2i 2 ) .s 2

i=1

< r 3 . 2/3.

Since p = (r2 + r)/2 and s = m/r, the total data traffic is O(m 2 /p). |

2.4 A lower bound on the data traffic complexity

Theorem i g;;s an upper bound on the data traffic associated with factoring the m x m
matrix using the BLOCC assignment scheme. In the next theorem a lower bound on the
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data traffic in factoring the dense symmetric, positive definite matrix is established. Before
giving the proof, we again consider the data dependencies involved in computing an element
of the factor. Consider the computations at any element aij as shown in Figure 2. To
compute the corresponding element 1,j, values at all the elements in row j and the values
of elements in column 1 through j of row i are needed. Thus, if ai is an off diagonal
element then 2j values are needed for the computations and if it is a diagonal element (i.e.,
i = j) then j values are required. There are three observations to make regarding these
computations as follows:

i. The values at all the elements in any row i are needed to complete the computations
corresponding to the diagonal element ai,i; no other values are needed for computing Ii,i.
Moreover, no other element in the factor can be computed by knowing only the values in
row i.

ii. If i and j are any two rows such that i > j, then the values of the elements in these two
rows are used to complete computations at exactly one off-diagonal element aij. Values
from no other row are needed to complete the computations at that element.

iii. For the computations at a subset of elements spread over k, rows and k, columns, values
from at least max(k,, k,) rows are needed.

P\c
............. ....

Figure 2: Data dependencies for the computations at aij and at ele-
ments in subset S

The last observation follows from the fact that the computations require v-'T,-s from k,
rows as well as from the k, rows that correspond to the k, columns. However, some of the
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k, rws and the k,. rows may overlap. In additi,,n, note that if j' is the leftnmist of the k,
c"'in 1nns then at least all the values in columns 1 through j' on max(k,, k,) rows are required
in the nipn tati,,n ,f the elements in the subset under consideration (see Figure 2).

The al))V , k'sVat i,,ns and the result esta Wished in the fll,)ing lemma are used to get a
h'wer b1 ilnd ,,n the data traffic in cmiputing the Ch,lesky factor.

Le una 2 Let I bc the amount of computational work which is to be di,4tributcd uniformly
amnon9 p procs,,rs and let o be any constant less than one. For any ;ibsct of this comnpu-
tItion const.,tinq (,f IV/2 amoiunt of work, there are at least (1 - ,) p/(2 - o1) proCes,ors

each assgncd o .V / 2p or miorc work from that subset.

Proof: T he work is unif,,rmly distributed among p processors and hence each priessr
is assigned l*/p amunlt of Work. Now let S be a subset consisting of I/2 amount of
cfmnputational work. All p processors may be assigned sone portion of work from S. Let
iv, he the tcomputational work from S assigned to processor pi, where 0 < i' < IV/p.
Therefolre,

T V
z i - 2

and 1V/2p is the average work from S performed by each processor. Thus, there is at least
one processor that is assigned 1V/2p or more work from S. Let a be a constant less than
one and suppose that x processors are assigned at least a • IV/2p amorint of work from S.
Each of the 7 processors may be assigned at most TV/p work from S. Now there are p - z

k)roc!pss, that compute less than a • IV/2p amount of work from S. Therefore,
WI •* IT W1 -- . + a--.-
p 2p - 2

SoAving the inequality for z we get,

-2-ao

Thus, there are at least (1 - a) • p/(2 - a) processors each computing a . W/2p or more
amount of work from S. I

In the following theorem a bound on the data traffic associated with computing the Cholesky
factor of an mx m matrix is established. Note that the result holds under stronger conditions
than required by the model of computation assumed here.

Theorem 2 Let A be a dense, m x m symmetric positive definite matrix that resides in the
common memory. If the computational work is uniformly distributed among p processors,
then the data traffic involved in computing the Choleskyfactor of A is f(m 2 . /). For p > 6,
the data traffic is f2(m2 • ./p) even if the initial values of matriz A are in the processor local
memory before the computation begins.
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Figure 3: Data traffic associated with factoring of elements in region
FGH

Proof: Suppose that matrix A is initially stored in the common memory. The initial value
of each element is fetched at least once by the processors for computing the factor. Thus,
at least m2/2 amount of data traffic is associated with the Cholesky factorization. Hence
whet the number of processors is a constant, there is nothing to prove.

In the following it is proved that even if the matrix A is distributed initially among the
processors according to their work assignment, the data traffic is fl(m 2 . V/p) when the
number of processors is greater than 16(a + 4/a - 4)/3 for any constant a less than one.
Since there exists an a less than one such that 16(a +,4/a - 4)/3 is less than six, the proven
result holds for all p > 6. Consider the computations corresponding to the elements in the
set S = {aij I ij > m/2}. In Figure 3 the region FGH denotes this set of elements. The
total computational work in factoring the m x m matrix is m3 /6 + m2/2 + m/3 and that
corresponding to the elements in set S is m3 /12 + m2/4 + m/6. Thus, the amount of work
associated with S is exactly half of the total wck. If a is a constant less than one, then
from Lemma 2, there are at least (1 - a) • p/(2 - a) processors each computing at least
a • m3/12p amount of work from the region FGH.

Let II be the set of processors each with at least a -m3 /12p amount of work from the
region FGH and let p, E 11. Now the computational work associated with any element in
FGH is at most m (work corresponding to element am,, ). Therefore at least a -m 2/12p
elements in the region FGH are assigned to processor pi. Let z be the number of rows
on which the elements assigned to processor pi lie. This implies that there are at least

m(a. 2 )/(12 .p. z)1 columns on which the elements assigned to pi lie. Therefore, from the
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()hservati ,n (iii) above, data from at least wax(x, [((t-. nT )!( 12 -1 ) number ,f rows iII
Ihe regiin DFGF are required f,,r ci illeting the c,,itiputati,,ns fro m regi,,n FGH assigned
t,, processor p,. W ithit 1 ,,ss of generality, assume that the quantity 12 .p x divides (V • n 2
evenly Nvw Ihe qua(tity max(., o ,2)/(12. p )) is minimum when x = v,2. Tnlv/-1,.

Thus. the cimputatir ins in pricessiir p, require at least all the values of the elements on
the y'- m/ i12p rows in region DFGE. In regin DFGE each row has m/2 elements and
thus the values ,f at least V/(, rn2/(4 - V-3p) elements frim the region DFGE are needed
in processtr I), fir performing cilputatiiins in the region FGH.

N1W prcessir , iiaI als' be assigned sime work from the region DFGE in additi, , too that

in FGH. Hence to cniplete the proof, it is necessary to show that of the V/Q• m2/(4 . %3/-p)
elcrnents needed by t)ocess,,r p, at least r - m 2/VIP elements are not available locallv, where
c is a constant less ,han one. In that case the data traffic associated with processor p, is
at least c. m 2 /V, and since there are at least (1 - ri) p/(2 - o) such process,,rs, the total
data traffic in computing the Cholesky factor of an m x rf dense matrix is Q(r"n• .V)' We

i(,mplete the priiiif by showing in the follming that pi accesses at least c ?n/V/p nwon-local
elements fromi regiin DFGE for completing the computations in the region FGH.

Pricessor p, is assigned at least (t-r m 3 /12p amount of work from the region FGH. Since
each processor is assigned Tn'/6p amount of work (the uniform load distribution condition),

I., perfirms at most (2 - a) • m 3 /12p amount of work in the region DFGE. The data traffic
assoiciated with processor pi in completing the work in the region FGH is a minimum
when all the elements from region DFGE assigned to pj lie on the %'a. rm/v/f rows.
Furthermore, to reduce the data traffic, as many elements on these rows as possible should
he assigned to processor pi. Now the computational work corresponding to any element
a.j is j; that is the work associated with an element on the leftmost column of the matrix
is the smallest anl it incieases for elements on any row from left to right. Therefore the
data traffic associated with pi is a minimum when it is also assigned the computational
w()rk corresponding to the elements in the leftmost columns on the chosen rows of region
DFGE. Let k be the number of the leftmost columns on which the the elements from region
DFGE that are assigned to pi lie. The shaded region shown in Figure 3 corresponds to the
elements which minimiie the data traffic for processor pi. Since processor pi performs at
most (2 - (y). ma/12p amount of work in DFGE, the condition on k is given by,

va k (2 -a).m 3

j =p 12p

i.e.,__ __

1 1 4(2 - a) M2  1
k<- 1+-- 2

It can be verified that there is a constant fl greater than one, such that if p is greater
than 16(o - 4 + 4/a)/3, then the right hand side of the above inequality is at most
m/23 for all values of m. This gives a bound on k. Therefore work corresponding to
at most (V/-. M2)/(4/3 • Vi/) elements in the region DFGE may be assigned to processor
pi which will minimiie its data traffic for the computation in the region FGH. Hence of



the (\/. rn 2 )/(2 V12p) elements needed by processor pi for completipg the computation
in the re-gion FGH, at least (1 - 1/3) • V/-n 2 /(4v'-) elements are not available locally.
Thus. if the numlncr of processors, p. is greater than 16(a - 4 + 4/(Y)/3 for any a less than
,nc. then the data traffic associated with processor pi is at least c. m2lV// for some con-

stant c less than (one. Since there are at l ast (1 - a) p/(2 - a) such processors, the result
f !l Nws. I

2.5 Remarks on the BLOCC Scheme

Assuming that each step of the innermost loop in the Cholesky decomposition costs one
computational time unit and ignoring the costs associated with other steps, the sequential
computation time for factoring the m x m matrix A is m 3/6 + O(m 2 ). The BLOCC scheme
described above has a computation time of m3'/2p + O(m 2/p), where p is the number of
processors used. As shown in Theorem 1 the associated data traffic is less than v2-m2.v/'i/3.

Thus, the time and the data traffic complexities of the BLOCC scheme are optimum in an
order of magnitude sense. However, the computational load in the BLOCC assignment
scheme is not perfectly balanced. The processors that compute elements in the partitions
that are towards the left side of the matrix L finish computation earlier than those that are
on the right. This balance may be improved in several different ways, but at the cost of
increasing the data traffic. In one such scheme the columns of the matrix are assigned to
each processor in a wrap around fashion; that is, columns i,p + i,.. ., m - p + i are assigned
to processor i. All the elements on any column of L are computed by a single processor.
Let this assignment scheme be referred to as the wrap around assignment scheme. In this
scheme the computation is distributed more evenly among the processors than that in the
BLOCC scheme. The computation time is reduced to m 3 /6p + 0(m ' ), provided m is at
least p(p + 3)/2. However the data traffic associated with this scheme is m2 . p/2. which
is suboptimal. In [11] and [2] the wrap around assignment scheme is recommended as
a preferred method for computing the factor on a multiprocessor system because of its
good load balancing properties. Their analysis does not take into account the cost of the
associated data traffic, which must be taken into account for reducing the overall execution

time.

Parallel factoring of sparse, symmetric positive definite
matrices

In this section a partitioning and assignment scheme is presented that computes the factors
of an n x n matrix, associated with a 2-d regular grid graph, using n", a < 1, processors
with a total data traffic of O(n1+,/ 2 ). Then it is shown that the data traffic in factoring the
matrix is Q(n 1+,/2) when the load is distributed uniformly among n* processors, a < 1.
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It is also shown that in any scheme that requires n' processors, a > 1, the data traffic is
O(n 3/2).

For factoring a sparse matrix efficiently proper ordering of the matrix is essential. Ordering
of the matrix to be factored also determines the data dependencies and hence the data traffic
associated with any partitioning and assignment scheme. For matrices associated with
regular grid graphs, nested dissection is a well known ordering scheme [6]. In the following
a few basics of this ordering scheme are briefly described and some notation is introduced
that is necessary for the analysis presented later. In the following it ;s assumed that the
reader is familiar with the elementary concepts underlying the nested dissection algorithms,
and the terms such as elimination order and the fill associated with the elimination process.
It is also assumed that the reader is familiar with the basic graph theory concepts related to
matrix representations of systems of equations, in particular, the notion of vertices, edges,
separators, subgraphs of a graph, and the correspondence between the vertices and the
rows and columns of the matrix, between the edges and and the non-zero elements, and the
added edges and the fill-in during the factorization of the matrix. For details see [12] and
[6] and the references therein.

3.1 Nested dissection method as applied to 2-d grid graphs

A nested dissection method may be viewed as a divide-and-conquer algorithm on an undi-
rected graph. It relies on finding a small set of vertices, called the separator set, in the graph
such that the removal of these vertices divides the graph approximately in half. Informally,
the nested dissection method orders the vertices of the graphs as follows. The vertices in
the separator set are ordered last. Then the vertices in the subgraphs obtained from the
original graph by removing the separator are ordered recursively. In [12] a nested dissection
algorithm is given for ordering the vertices of any graph G such that G and all subgraphs
of G satisfy a v/-i-separator theorem. The ordering produced by this algorithm guarantees
a O(n log n) fill and 0(n 3 /2) sequential operation count for a system corresponding to an
n-vertex graph G. In [8] a nested dissection algorithm is given for ordering the vertices of
a graph G that has a V/'f-separa-tor decomposition.* For a detailed treatment of the nested
dissection methods and for the relevant practical applications see [6].

For the sake of simplicity and clarity, here only the systems corresponding to v/f x V
regular grid graphs are analyzed. However, the techniques developed for analyzing data
traffic complexities are applicable to other systems where the nested dissection method can
be used to give a "good" ordering. In the following, the nested dissection method used
for ordering the vertices in a v/'f x Vff regular grid graph is briefly described. In the
discussion, the grid graph is sometimes simply referred to as the grid and a subgraph of the
grid graphs is referred to as a subgrid. For the rest of the discussion, it is also assumed that

*A graph G is qaid to have a V/f.-aeparator decomposition for constants a < I and 0 > 0 if G has a
V/'-,iReparator C and every connected component of G- C has a V/i-separator decomposition.
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Figure 4: A 7 x 7 grid with nested dissection ordering
the vertices of the grid are connected according to a 9-point stencil, unless otherwise stated.
Let V be the set of vertices of a x vi regular grid graph. Without loss of generality,
assume that v4 = 2t - 1 for some integer 1. Let So be the set o4" 2 - 1 vertices on a vertical
mesh line, the removal of which partitions V into two subgrids, V1 and V2 such that the

vertices of both the subgrids are arranged in a (2' - 1) x (2'- ' - 1) mesh. The vertices of
So are numbered from n - -/ii + 1 to n in any order. Suppose that V, is the left subgrid
and V is the right subgrid. Let S, be the set of vertices on a horizontal mesh line that
divides I into two equal parts each containing (2-1 - 1)2 vertices that are arranged along
a (2' - ' - 1) x (21-1 - 1) square mesh. Similarly, let S2 be the set of vertices from V2 which,
when removed, produce two equal halves from V2 . Both S, and S2 contain 21- 1 - 1 vertices.
Let the vertices in S, be numbered from n - 2vf/ + 2 to n - 3v/'i/2 + 1/2 and those in S2
be numbered from n - 3v/' /2 + 3/2 to n - V/' . Thus, the removal from V of the vertices
in the set So U Sj U S2 partitions V into four (V/' - 1)/2 x (Vn - 1)/2 subgrids. The
separator set So U S US is referred to as the "+"-separator for the grid corresponding to
V. The middle vertical part of the "+"-separator is referred to as the vertical sub-separator
and each of the two horizontal halves of the "+"-separator is referred to as the horizontal
sub-separator. All the vertices of the four subgrids are numbered by recursively identifying
and ordering the vertices on the "+"-separators of the subgrids induced by the vertices
ordered so far. The recursion stops when a subgrid has only one vertex on it. For any
"+"-separator, there is a vertical sub-separator and two horizontal sub-separators. With
the above described ordering scheme, for any given "+"-separator, the vertices on the two
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hori7 ntal sub-separators are given numbers that are smaller than those assigned to the
vertices on the corresponding vertical sub-separa tor. Thus, we say that the vertices on
a horizontal sub-separator are ordered ahead of the vertices on the corresponding vertical
sub-separator or that the vertices on the vertical sub-separator are ordered after those on
the horiiontal sub-separators. An example Of ordering the vertices in a 7 x 7 grid is shown
in Figure 4. ()bserve that the grid is recursively partitione(d into four subgrids by a set of
vertices that form a "+"-separator.

To label the suhgrids and the separators of the grid graph, we use the notation given in
[7]. Each subgraph and the separator that induces the subgraph are given a level number
depending on the recursion level of the nested dissection on which the subgraph is ordered.
Under this scheme the original grid is called a level-O (sub)grid. The four subgrids of si7e

(v/n - 1)/2 x - 1)/2 are the level-1 subgrids. The "+"-separator that partitions the
level-0 grid into the four level-1 subgrids is called the level-i "+"-separator or simply as the
level-1 separator. Thus, if n is equal to (21 - 1)2, there are I levels of subgrids numbered 0
through I - 1 and I - 1 levels of separators, numbered 1 through I - 1.

In the following it is assumed that the matrix to be factored is ordered using the nested
dissection scheme and that the symbolic factorization step is already completed.

3.2 Cholesky factorization scheme revisited

Consider the Cholesky factorization scheme described in Section 2.1 for factoring a sparse
symmetric, positive definite matrix.

Clearly, the main difference between factoring a sparse and a dense matrix using the
Cholesky factorization scheme is that in the former case there is no need to modify col-
umn j by all columns to the left of it. Specifically, column j is modified only by columns
k for which I $, t 0. Moreover, if column k modifies column j, only the nonzero elements
of column k need to be fetched. Exactly which elements are needed is formalized later. In

Figure 5(a), the zero-nonzero structure of L, corresponding to the vertices of the separators
on the first two levels, is shown schematically. The shaded areas represent the nonzeros.
The corresponding grid is shown in Figure 5(b). It is clear from the figure that only certain
values from certain columns are needed for computing an element of the factor.

Another important difference is that, because of the ordering applied, several columns may
be computed simultaneously. As stated earlier, column i and row j of the matrix corresponds
to a vertex vi in the elimination graph and the factoring of the matrix corresponds to the
elimination of the vertices. Thus, all the vertices on the level I- I subgrids may be eliminated
simultaneously followed by those on the level I - 2 and so on. This observation is useful in
extracting parallelism in the factorization step.
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Figure 5: Structure of L

3.3 The worst case data traffic complexity

In this section a bound on the worst case data traffic complexity for factoring the matrix A
is established. Clearly, the communication requirement is the worst when the use of local
memory is not allowed. Thus, an upper bound on the worst case data traffic is obtained
by assuming that the values of all the elements of the lower triangular part of matrix
A and those of L, as well as any intermediate results, are stored in the shared memory.
Suppose also that any number of processors are allowed to participate in computing a
nonzero element of the factor provided that no computation is repeated. Consider the
computations associated with a nonzero element lij E L. Recall that in computing lij, first

ai, 1 - 1 'k * Ij,k is evaluated and then the resulting value is divided by 1jj. Thus, for each
multiplication, there is one subtraction operation, at most one division and three memory
references and a constant overhead such as index computation. Therefore, in the worst case,
each multiplication operation in the Cholesky factorization is associated with a constant
amount of data traffic. The following theorem gives a bound on the worst case total data
traffic. In the proof of the theorem, the result given in Theorem 8.1.8 of [6] is assumed.
That theorem states that the number of operations required to factor a matrix associated
with an n-vertex 2-D grid ordered by nested dissection is given by 829n3 / 2 /84 + O(n log i?).
Although the following result is obvious, it is useful because it is independent of the number
of processors used and it gives the worst case bound on the data traffic even for the models
of computation that are more restrictive.
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Theorem 3 The wor.t case data traffic associated with factoring the matrii A is 0(n 3/2).

Proof: Associated with each multiplication operation in the factorization there are at most

a constant number of memory references. Suppose that k memory references are involved
per multiplication. Thus, the total data traffic is

< k -number of multiplication operations.

Now, the number of multiplication operations associated with factoring matrix A is 0(n 1 / 2 )

[6]. Hence, the worst case total data traffic is O(n/ 2 ). |

Note that the above theorem is applicable to all the graphs for which a v-n-separator
theorem holds.

3.4 Data dependencies for the sparse Cholesky factorization

The worst case bound on the data traffic established in Theorem 3 can be improved for the
model of architecture assumed in the case of the dense matrices. In that model, no element
is fetched more than once from the shared memory and hence the values of the elements used
in more than one operation are stored in the local memory associated with the processor.

To maximize the potential of such a model, it is necessary to clearly understand the data
dependencies involved. The vertices of the grid are ordered using the recursive nested
dissection scheme. Hence it is sufficient to investigate the data dependencies involved in
computing the elements of L in the columns corresponding to the vertices in a generic
"+"-separator. This is accomplished in the next two lemmas.

Let = {klk < j and luk # 0, li,k E L}; i.e., i4 is the set of all columns of the factor L to
the left of the column j + 1 such that the elements in row i of these columns are nonzero.
Let -

k = U[,='iq; i.e., q ,- is the set of all the columns to left of column j + 1 such that on
each of these columns there is a nonzero element in at least one of the i through k rows of
the factor. Let F represent any m-vertex sub-separator. It is assumed that all the vertices
in any sub-separator are ordered consecutively. Let low(r) and high(r) be the indices of
the lowest and the highest ordered vertices, respectively, on the sub-separator r. Note that
high(r) - iow(r) + 1 = rn. In Figure 6, a sub-separator r is shown. This sub-separator
separales the vertices in regions Rt and R 2 . The diagonal and off-diagonal non-zero blocks

associated with this sub-separator are shown in Figure 7.

The following lemma establishes some basic sub-separator related properties that are useful
in analyzing the communication requirements.

Lernma 3 Let r be any m.verter sub-separator. (i) Corresponding to the vertices of F there
i.s a densie m x m triangular diagonal block in the Cholesky factor. (ii) In the factor L, the
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Figure 6: Sub-separator r with four surrounding sub-separators

columns low(r) through high(r) contain at most four off-diagonal rectangular blocks with
nonzero elements. Each of these blocks is of size at most (c, - m + c2 ) x m where cl < 2
and c2 < 3 are positive integer constants. Any nonzero element in these columns is either
in one of these four blocks or in the diagonal triangular block.

Proof: The first part of the lemma is obvious. In Figure 6, the sub-separator r separates
the vertices in regions R, and R 2 . Since the vertices in these two regions are ordered ahead
of those of F, the fill due to the elimination of vertices in regions R, and R2 ensures a dense
m x m triangular diagonal block bounded by columns low(r) and high(r) as shown in
Figure 7.

To prove the second part of the lemma, again consider Figure 6. In that figure, the thickness
of the lines qualitatively indicates the separator levels in the nested dissection ordering. Let
r,, r 2, r3, and r 4 be the four partial sub-separators that surround the sub-separator r.
Because of the nature of the nested dissection ordering, the vertices of r are "connected" to
only those higher ordered vertices that lie on rl, r 2 , r 3 , and r 4 and to no other vertices.,
Thus, all the nonzeros on columns low(r) through high(r) in rows below high(r) are
confined to only the rows corresponding to the vertices on r1, r 2, r 3 , and r 4. Furthermore,

tVertex a is said to be "connected" to vertex v if there exists a path [*,oil ..... I &9] of length one
or more in the grid graph such that indez(u,) < minrindez(m),inder(w)), for I < r < k; in such a case,
lI,, E L is a non-zero, where i = indez(s),j = indez(v).
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each vertex in r is "connected" to every vertex on these four partial sub-separators and
hence the four rectangular blocks are dense. This is shown schematically in Figure 7. It
can be verified that if r is a horizontal m-vertex sub-separator, then the surrounding box of
vertices is of dimension (2m + 3) x (m + 2). Therefore there are two rectangular off-diagonal
dense blocks of dimension at most (2m + 3) x m and the other two of dimension at most
(m + 2) x m. Similarly, if r is a vertical m-vertex sub-separator, there are four off-diagonal
rectangula: blocks of dimension at most (rn + 2) x m in the factor. If r is not surrounded
on all four sides then some of these blocks will be missing. I

u4K r)

....... .............. h rkrL~I- T(r:
. IM ................ h cr )

....... ..................... .... t r

Figure 7: Off-diagonal blocks with nonzeros corresponding to
sub-separator r

From the above lemma it is clear that, in computing the nonzero elements in the columns
corresponding to the vrtices on a sub-separator, only the data dependencies of the elements
in the four rectanguia: blocks and the diagonal triangular block need be considered. This
is accomplished in the illowing lemma where a bound is derived on the amount of data
required in computing the nonzero elements lying on a given row and on one of the five
blocks. The lemma shows that the number of nonzero elements in any row i of the factor
L is less than c. m where c is an integer constant and m is the size of ctu. ,,b-sepaiatur
to which the vertex corresponding to row i belongs. It is then shown that, for any row i,
the computations at all the elements lij E L, iow(r) < j < high(r), for some m-vertex
sub-separator r, require a total of less than c • m nonzero elements from that row. Note
that this count is independent of the sub-separator to which the vertex corresponding to
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row i belongs. Thus, the computations at all the elements in a row of any of the five blocks
specified in Lemma 3 require only c • m elements from that row, irrespective of the relative
location of the off-diagonal blocks in the factor.

Lemma 4 Let F be any m-vertez sub-separator. The nonzero elements from row i, i >

low(F), required in completing the computations of all elements lij E L such that low(r) <.high(F) hg('

j high(F), are those elements in row i on the columns in the set given by, 711ow(l.),hgh(F) n 7gh(F)

For all i greater than or equal to low(F), _hlgj(F) ri h ihI I is at most e -m. for some
constant c.

Proof: Any nonzero element lij E L, i > low(F) and low(r) < j < high(r), is in one of the
five blocks specified in Lemma 3. Hence, to prove the result of this lemma, only the rows
that intersect one of these blocks need to be considered. The result for low(r) < i < high(I)

is proved first followed by that for i > high(F).

When low(r) < i < high(r), 4high() high(F) = high(F), since, high(I') C qhigh(F)
low(F),high(F) I7i i i C ow(r),high(r)

By definition, the set q high(F) contains all the columns that have a nonzero element in row
i. Clearly, the nonzero elements from the row i required in completing the computations at
all the elements lij E L, low(r) < j < high(IF), are on columns in the set 77i

To measure the size of the set high(), note that it is bounded by the number of vertices

ordered ahead of the vertex i and which are "connected" to vertex i. Using the recursive
nature of the nested dissection ordering it can be verified that in the case of constant degree
grid graphs and when low(r) < i < high(r), the size of the set q high(P) is bounded by c. m,
where c is a constant dependent both on the degree of the graph and on whether r is a
horizontal or vertical sub-separator. If r is a horizontal m-vertex sub-separator then, for
a 5-point stencil, c is equal to 7 and, for a 9-point stencil, c is equal to 11. When F is a
vertical m-vertex sub-separator, the values of c are 5 and 7, respectively. This completes
the proof when low(r) < i < high(F).

The case where i > high(r) is considered next. As shown above, i;gh(r) 1 depends on the
size of the sub-separator to which the vertex i belongs and hence, when i > high(F),

II17h"g h()II can be much greater than O(m) where m is size of r. However, when the
computation of only those elements in row i that lie on columns low(r) through high(r) are
of concern, each of these computations consists of a product of a nonzero element in row i
and a nonzero element in one of the rows low(r) through high(F) in the column high(F) or
in some other column to the left of it. Thus, for these computations, only the columns that
have a nonzero element in row i and in row j, where low(r) <_ j <_ high(r), are of interest.
The set q1 high(F) consists of all columns that have a nonzero element in at least one

of the rows low(r) through high(r). Similarly, q igh(r) consists of all the columns that
high(r) t high(r ) costsf lth

have a nonzero element in row i. Clearly, the set "low(r),high(F) n% consists of all the
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columns which contain all the pairs of nonzero elements that must be used in completing the
c(miputations at all the elements 4j,J, low(F) < j < high(F). Thus, the nonzero elements

from row i, i > high(r), required in completing computations at all the elements 4i, E L
such that iow(F) < j < high(r), are those elements in the row i on the columns in the set

given by T hi (FI),h -h(v) high( )
lo•F hhghh) hihi'

To get a bound on the size of high(.) /igh(F) consider the m-vertex horizontal

771ou( I'),hrgh(I') 77i
sub separator F shown in Figure 6. It is surrounded by sub-separators rI, r 2 , F3 , and ' 4.high(I') high(F)

Suppose that low(r, ) < i < high(F, ). The set low(l'),high(U) n ni consists of columns
corresponding to vertices on r or corresponding to those vertices ordered ahead of them
which are "connected" to at least one vertex in IF and to the vertex corresponding to row i.

Using the recursiv, -ra,,ring of the nested disswction scheme it can be shown that the number

of such vertices is less than 7m. Thus, jyJohqhigh(F) rl 11, 11 K 7m, for iow(r,) < i <

high(F1 ). The same bound is obtained when loUw(F 4) < i < hi.qh(r 4). If lw(172 ) !_ i <
high(Fr2 ) or IoI(F 3 ) < i < high( 3 ) then it can be verified that, II i(),high(r) i 1

3m. If r is vertical sub-separator the two bounds are 5m and 5m/2 respectively. |

3.5 A partitioning scheme with minimum data traffic

In this section a partitioning scheme for computing the factor of the sparse matrix A is
described. Suppose that an n x n matrix is to be factored using na processors, a < 1.
The vertices of the v/'f x V grid graph corresponding to this matrix are ordered using
the nested dissection method described earlier. Assuming n = (21 - 1)2, the ordering results
in I levels of subgraphs and I - 1 levels of "+"-separators. If the original G x ,Fn grid
is considered to be on level 0, then on level i thcre are 22i level-i subgra-phs each of size
(2t - i - 1) x (2'-' - 1). Without loss of generality, assume that a .I is an integer. Thus, in
the partitioning scheme described here, all the vertices on a level-al subgraph are assigned
to the same processor. In that scheme, initially each processor independently computes the
elements in the factor corresponding to a (2(0- )" - 1) x (2 ( - )" - 1) subgraph which are
separated from one another by the level-al separators. Once the elements in the columns
corresponding to the vertices on the level-(l - 1) through level-al separators are computed
locally, a processor Pi combines with three other processors to compute the elements on the
columns of L corresponding to the vertices on the level-(al - 1) "+"-separator. The two
horizontal sub-separators are computed by two processors and the vertical sub-separator of
that level is computed by all four processors. The next lower level "+"-separator is computed
in parallel by sixteen processors from the four neighboring groups. This is continued until all
the vertices are eliminated. On each level of computation each group of processors computes
the elements of the factor independent of the Qther groups. The elimination of the vertices
on the vertical sub-separator of level-1 is computed in parallel by all processors. This
corresponds to factoring a Vff x Vff dense matrix. The computations corresponding to the
level-i separator, i < a. 1, are performed as follows. The computations corresponding to the
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vertices on level-(ol - k) "+"-separator, 1 < k < a. 1, are completed by p = 22k processors

working in parallel. Using all the available processors, the factorization corresponding to

thr n x ni triangular diagonal block is first completed. Then the processors are used to

c(,npute the elements corresponding to the four off-diagonal blocks. For the first part, the

BLOCC factorization scheme described for the dense matrices is used. The m x m dense

diagonal block is partitioned into r2 /2 - r/2 square blocks and r diagonal triangular blocks

each of sie in/r x in/r whore p = r2 /2+r/2, and each of these p partitions is assigned to a

unique processor. Each processor completes the computations corresponding to its partition

by accessing the required data from the shared memory. For the purpose of factoring, the

off-diagonal blocks are treated as if they were adjacent, and the resultant rectangular block

is partitioned into 1p sub-blocks each of size c m//jr x m//-, where c < 6 for a horizontal

sub-separator and c < 4 for a vertical sub-separator. Again each partition is assigned to a

separate processor. This process is repeated on the next lower level "+"-separator. Thus,

in the assignment scheme described here, each processor is assigned a new subblock on each

level and the size of the subblock assigned to a processor varies from one level to the next.

Let this partitioning scheme be referred to as the sparse block oriented column Cholesky

factorization scheme or simply as the sparse BLOCC scheme. Note that the underlying

numeric algorithm is the column oriented Cholesky factorization.

Data traffic associated with an rn-vertex sub-separator

The sparse BLOCC scheme, described above, may be considered as a sequence of steps, each
step corresponding to the elimination of vertices on the "+"-separators of some level. Ini-
tially, a single processor computes all the non-zero elements corresponding to a "+"-separator
in the factor. As the computation proceeds, more than one processor work together to com-
pute the elements corresponding to a "+"-separator. On any such step, first the non-zero
elements in the columns corresponding to the horizontal sub-separators are computed and
then those in the columns corresponding to the vertical part are computed. Here we analyze
the data traffic associated with any one step, on which p processors combine together to
compute the elements corresponding to a sub-sepitratur.

By Lemma 3, for any sub-separator r there are at most five non-zero blocks in the columns

corresponding to the vertices on r. The number of non-zero blocks is five when r is enclosed

within a rectangular box formed by the sub-separators with vertices that are ordered after

those on r (see Figure 6). The following lemma gives a bound on the data traffic associated
with computing the elements in the columns corresponding to such sub-separators. Not all

sub-separators are enclosed by such rectangular boxes. In such cases there are less elements

to be computed and consequently there is less data traffic. For the sake of simplicity of the

analysis, it is assumed that no element of the factor needed in the comnutation of the five

non-zero blocks is initially in the local memory of any of the r processors. Thus, the data

traffic given below is a conservative estimate.
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Lemma 5 Let F be any 7n-verter sub-separator andp he the number of processors available
for computing the clements of the factor in all the non-zero blocks within the columns low(r)
through hiqh(F). If F is an m-verte,- horizontal suith-separator, then the a.isociated data
traffic Ls at Inost (53 + 11 v/2)n2 . v/-). If it is a vertical sub-separator, then the data traffic

t. at most (28 + 8V/2) V

Proof: Let I' be an rn-vertex horijontal sub-separator that is enclosed completely within
a rectangular box formed by the sub-separators whose vertices are eliminated after the
vertices of F. Such a sub-separator has the worst case communication requirements among
all the rn-vertex sub-separators.

First, consider the data traffic ass,,ciated with computing the elements of the factor in the
triangular diag(nal blck using p = r 2 /2 + r/2 proessors. Each of the sub- blcks requires
n,n/er, elements from at most 2rn/r rows out of the m rows in the range iow(F) through
hiqh(F) (of the factor. 'No other information is needed. From the proof of Lemma 4,
each of these rows has at most 1im non/eros. Thus the communication requirement of
each partition is at most l1w 2m//Vi and the total communication requirement of the

triangular block is lounded above by llv/m2m2 . '

Now consider the data traffic associated with the off-diagonal blocks. Each partition is
of si7e 6m/V/l x rn/v/il. Thus, each partition requires nontero elements from 6M/,/p rows
which are below the row hiqh(F) in the factor. From the proof of Lemma 4, each of these
rows has at most 7m non/eros that are useful in completing the computations in any of the
partitions. Each partition also requires information from m/v/li rows from the region low(F)
through high(F). Each of these rows has at most lm nonzeros. Thus, the communication
requirement of each partition is at most 7m - rn/,ili + lr • m/v/i = 53m 2 /.,'F and the
total communication requirement of completing the computations at the off-diagonal blocks
using p processors is less than or equal to 53m 2 ,Fp.

Adding the communication costs corresponding to the diagonal and the off-diagonal blocks
we get the total data traffic associated with r to be less than or equal to (53+ IIv/')rn2.Vip-.

A similar analysis can be used to compute the data traffic when F is an m-vertex vertical
sub-separator ansi can be shown to he bounded above by (28 + 8,v2)m 2 V/i.

The total data traffic of the sparse BLOCC scheme

Applying the results from the abo~e lemma, a bound is obtained on the total data traffic of
the sparse BLOCC scheme. First some notation is introduced. Let rh(m,p, k) represent the
data traffic using p processors in completing the computations at all the nontero elements
1I,. E L in the columns corresponding to an m-vertex horizontal sub-separator that is
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surrounded by higher (rdered vertices on k sides. Let r,(Ynp, k) represent the sanie for an
In vertex vertical sub-separator. Frni Lemma 5. Th(m,p. 4 ) is at most (53 + 11 v/i)M2 .

and r, (o, p, 4) is at r(ist (28 + 8\/n2) mI2 . V" Let rg(in',p, k) represent the total data traffic,
using p pr ,eessors. in c(mpleting the computations corresponding to all the sub-separators
within an in'-vertex sub- grid that is surrounded by higher ordered vertices on k sides. Note
that the quantities r7, and T,. represent the data traffic corresponding to the vertices on a
hri/,ntal and a vertical sub-separator, respectively, whereas 7g represents the data traffic
crre:p,,nd ing t,, the vertices (on an entire sub-grid.

The fll,,wing thereni gives an upper bound on the total data traffic in facto ring the

miatrix .4 ass,,ciated with an n vertex 2 D regular grid graph using n' prrcessfrs with the
sch dioling scheme as described ab ve.

Theorem 4 The total data traffic tn factortng the n x n qparsc matriT .4, using n'
procc,,qorc t' ( 1( n ,/2): t.e., . 1 0) = O(71 1 +n/2

Frof: On an n 1/2 x n112 regular grid there is an n 1 /2 -veroex vertical sub-separator
and tw,, n" 2/2-vertex horizontal sub-separators (ignoring the additive constant -1). The
vecrtical sub-separat,,r is not surrounded by any vertices that are ordered after the vertices
fin the :ertical sub-separator. Each of the two horizontal sub-separators are surrounded

by such vertices only on one side. These three sub-separators subdivide the n-vertex grid

graph into four sub-grids of size nl/2/2 x n1/ 2/2, each surrounded on two sides by higher
ordered vertices. Thus, the total data traffic in factoring the corresponding matrix A is

given by,

-rg(n, n',0) = 7,.(n1/2, n',O) +- 2rh( In ", I)+42 n'4in,)
2 2 g 4  4~

A recursive expansion of the above expression contains data traffic terms for vertical sub-
separators of different sizes that are surrounded on zero sides, two sides, three sides (in two
different ways), and on all four sides by higher ordered vertices. It also contains data traffic
expressions for horizontal sub-separators of different sizes surrounded in five different ways.

To keep the analysis simple, it is assumed that all the four sub-grids of size n/P2 /x n/ 2 /2

are surrounded on all four sides. This simplification results in a conservative expression for
the data traffic, but affects only the constant terms in the bound. Thus,

7,7(ni, nO) < 7,(n 1 ,nG,0) + 2rh (!2 - , n," 1) + 4r( n, 4n,4).

1~n , In", 4) = -r"(n 1/2 1n", 4) + 2rh(n /2, 1n',4) + 4rg(-1, ',4).
4  

4  4 8 16 16

From Lemma 5, it follows that,
1 134 + 85v'2- .n+"/

4 4 16
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An analysis similar to that given in Lemma 5 yields

-, ( 1/2 ,n ' , o0 ) < _8 V s v - ,,1 "l

and
1 

1 /
2

, 1 1 2_ 5 v

2 '2'

Thus• we get

,(n, n',0) < 78 + 71vi . n ./2
- 2

3.6 A lower bound on the data traffic complexity

In the following theorem, the communication bound of the sparse BLOCC scheme is shown,

by giving a lower bound proof, to be optimal in an order of magnitude sense.

Theorem 5 Under the condition of uniform load distribution, the data traffic in factoring

the n x n sparse matrix A, using n' processors, a < 1, is £(nI+0/2 ).

Proof: For a regular 2-D grid graph with n vertices, the separator sire for nested dissection

ordering is n' /2 [12]. From Lemma 3, it follows that the factor L has an n1/2 X n 1/2 dense

triangular diagonal block incorporated in it. From Theorem 2, the data traffic involved in
completing the computations associated with the elements of this dense triangular block,

under the condition of uniform load distribution using n' processors, is fQ(n +l/ 2). Since

the factorization of A cannot be completed without completing the factoriration of this
dense block, the result follows. I

From Theorem 4 and Theorem 5, it is clea. that the load assignment scheme described
here for factoring the n x n sparse matrix using n' processors is optimal in an order of
magnitude sense. Note that when n', a > 1, processors are used, the data traffic bound
given in Theorem 3 holds.

4. Concluding remarks

In this paper we have analyzed the data dependencies in the Cholesky factorization of
dense and sparse symmetric, positive definite matrices. The model of computation assumes
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a mu]ltipr Tcessor system with a mentrry hierarchy. Based on this analysis it is shown that
under the conditin of uniiform load (list ribution the data traffic associated with factoring
an 7 x n dense matrix is Q(n24/ 2) when n ' , ct < 2, processors are used. The same
is shown to be Q(Ti 1 +n/2) ' < 1, for factoring an n x n sparse matrix representing a
2-dimensional regular grid graph where the vertices are ordered using the nested dissection
ordering methods. Blck hased partitioning schemes are presented that asyrn-totically
achieve these 1),,unds on the data traffic.

The sequential computation time for factoring the n7 x n sparse matrix A is 829n 3/2/84+
0(n l,,g n) [6]. As stated for the dense matrix case, the assumption here is that the compu-
tation cost of each step 4,f the innermost loop is one and costs involved in the other steps are
ign,,red. Under the same assumption, it can be shown that the computation time for the
sparse BLOCC scheme is at most 2 8 3 n 3/2-, / 4 if n ' processors are used. In (7], a parallel
scheme for factoring the matrix A on a multiprocessor system is given that is analogous
to the wrap around assignment scheme described in the Section 2.5 for dense matrices.
This scheme has the property of distributing the work evenly among the processors. The
computation time to factor the sparse matrix A on n ' processors with the wrap around
scheme is at most 197n3/2-a/4. However, the data traffic associated with that scheme is
less than or equal to 183n'+'/4. Note that the difference in the computation time with
the BLOCC scheme and with the wrap around assignment scheme is less than a factor of
two. The BLOCC scheme is able to compute the factor efficiently in the case of the sparse
matrices because the processors are now assigned blocks in a wrap around fashion which
tends to distribute the load evenly. On the other hand, the data traffic associated with the
BLOCC scheme is an order of magnitude less than that for the wrap around assignment
scheme. Moreover, in the former scheme, as many as n processors may be used before the
total data traffic reaches the maximum value of 0(n 3 /2 ), whereas in the later scheme only
up to n1 / 2 processors may be used efficiently. The imp qc9' of the reduced data traffic
on the performance are as follows.

The sparse BLOCC scheme reduces the communication requirement to 0(nI+ //2) by re-
moving the constraint of column-level indivisibility. Here the indivisible work unit is the
computation corresponding to a nonzero element in the factor. The reduction in the com-
munication requirements is brought about by improving the utilization of the data accessed
from shared memory by each processor. Consider the factorization of an m x m dense
matrix. Let the data utilization of a data element accessed by a processor be defined as
the number of computations in which that element is used by that processor divided by
.n. Since an element in the factor is needed in at most m computations, the maximum
utilization of any data accessed is one. Let the aggregate data utilization for a processor be
defined as the average utilization of the individual data. elements accessed by that proces-
sor. In the BLOCC scheme applied to an m x m dense matrix, each processor accesses
at most 2m2 /V/l elements from the shared memory and each element is used in at least
rn/./f computations. Thus, the utilization of each data accessed is at least 1/v/F and so is
the aggregate utilization of all the data accesses. On the other hand, with the column-level
work assignment scheme, each processor accesses 0(m 2 ) elements from the shared memory.
Of these, only 0(m/p) elements have a utilization of one and the data utilization for the
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remaining elements is 1/p which gives an aggregate data utilization of approximately I/p.
Similar improvements in data utilizations are obtained in factoring a sparse matrix.

It should he noted that the square shape of the submatrix partiti,,ns produce the best
possible aggregate utilizations. For the algorithm considered here, the data dependencies
are such that rectangular and square partitions give rise to high data utilizations. Since
the square partitions have the minimum perimeter for a given area, the number of data
elements accessed (which is proportional to the perimeter of the partition) for a given
work load (which is proportional to the area enclosed), is also a minimum for the square

partitions.

An effect of th2 improvement in the aggregate utilization of data and the resulting reduction
in the communication requirements is the segregation of the accesses to the shared data.
Since the total data traffic in factoring an m x m dense matrix using p processors is
O(rn? -/'p), on an average each processor accesses only 0(m ' /V) data. Note that the
total shared data is O(m 2 ). Thus, on an average each element in the shared memory is
accessed by O(Vpj) processors. The column-level assignment scheme, however, has a total
data traffic of O(m 2 . p) and thus, on an average each processor accesses O(m 2 ) data or cn
an average each element in the shared memory is accessed by O(p) processors. An obvious
implication of this observation is that for the scheme presented here, not only is the total
data traffic reduced but also the requests at individual shared addresses. This can have
considerable impact on the performance of the systems with a large number of processors.

As a final remark, note that the data traffic analysis for the sparse BLOCC scheme exploits
the fact that the underlying graph satisfies a O/'-separator theorem. Thus, similar schemes
may be developed for any class of graphs satisfying an f(n)-sepa.rator theorem [13]. In
such cases the data dependencies, the fill, and the computation time depend on f(n). In
[12] the fill and the bounds on the sequential computation time for various values of f(n)
are listed. Here we state the bounds on the corresponding data traffic when the systems
are computed using n ' processors. The data traffic of factoring a matrix corresponding to
an n-vertex 3-dimensional regular grid using n ' processors is O(n 4/3+a12 ). For that case
the computation time is O(n 2-,). In general, the total data traffic for computing a factor
of a matrix corresponding to a d-dimensional grid is O(n2,+,/2), where o" = I - 11d. The

computation cost is O(n 3 3-,). For an n-vertex finite element graphl with no element having
more than k boundary vertices, the total data, traffic in factoring the associated matrix is

O(k 2
. n;+l/2). The computation time is O(k . n3 /2-a). All these quantities are optimal in

an order of magnitude sense.

'A finite element graph is any graph formed from a planar embedding of a planar graph by adding all
possible diagonals to each face; i.e., there is a clique corresponding to each face of the embedded planar

graph.
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